International Conference on Piracy off the Coast of Somalia, 10 - 11 December 2008
Communiqué 
  

The International Conference on Piracy around Somalia was convened at the ministerial level on 11 December 2008 with an opening speech by H.E. President Mwai Kibaki of Kenya.  The conference was co-chaired by H.E. Moses Wetangula, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Kenya and Ahmedou Ould-Abdallah, the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General.  This conference was preceded by a meeting of technical experts on 10 December 2008. 

  

At the conference, the Ministers condemned all acts of piracy and armed robbery against vessels in the territorial waters of Somalia, in the Gulf of Aden and off the coast of Eastern Africa. The Ministers welcomed UN Security Council resolutions 1814 (2008), 1816 (2008), 1838 (2008), and 1846 (2008). The Ministers also welcomed initiatives by countries, regional and international organizations to counter piracy pursuant to these resolutions. 

  

The Ministers resolved to cooperate with each other countries and with regional and international organizations, including the International Maritime Organization, to combat piracy both on sea and at land.  In this connection, they approved recommendations submitted by their technical experts on 10 December 2008 (as contained in the annex). 

  

The Ministers stressed that the problem of piracy around Somalia cannot be durably resolved without the return of peace, stability and a functioning government. In this context, the Ministers welcome the signing of the Djibouti Agreement between the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) and the Alliance for the Re-liberation of Somalia (ARS) on 19 August 2008. They called on the Somali parties   and the international community to fully implement the Djibouti Agreement. The Ministers further urged all other Somali parties to renounce violence and join the Djibouti process in good faith. 

  

The Ministers underscored the need to strengthen the capacity of Somali national as well as regional authorities in combating piracy both to interdict pirates at sea, and to take effective legal action against pirates once returned to shore. In this connection, they reaffirmed the sovereignty of Somali territorial waters against illegal fishing and dumping of chemical and other waste. The Ministers also condemned the illegal flow of arms and drugs and of human trafficking and migrant smuggling by pirates and other organized criminal groups across Somali territorial waters. In this regard, the Ministers resolved to take firm action against all those involved in undermining peace and stability in Somalia. 

 
Expressing strong concern over the alarming deterioration of the humanitarian situation in Somalia, the Ministers called on States, regional and international organizations to coordinate their naval efforts to ensure the protection of maritime convoys carrying assistance in order to facilitate its timely delivery to Somali ports. 

The Ministers further stressed the need to support regional countries and organizations in combating piracy, including through strengthening the rule of law at sea and on land. In this regard, they urged the provision of necessary technical support and legal capacity building to all regional countries most directly affected by piracy. The Ministers further called on regional and international organizations to cooperate with these countries to develop their capacities to combat this scourge. 

The Ministers thank the organizers of the Conference and Kenya, the host country. 
